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1794 Regional Rd. # 6   Caistor Centre, ON   LOR-1E0

Tel: 905-957-7473   Fax: 905-957-5550    Website: www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/caistor
Principal: M. Bridges     Secretary: K. Switzer     Custodian: F. Beckett

[image: image9.wmf]From Mr. Bridges…..Proud Principal of Caistor!
We have so much being offered to the students this year.  I want to thank the staff so much for running so many extra activities for the students.  These types of activities, whether, clubs, sports, intramurals, special events, assemblies, guest speakers etc., really add to the quality of education at our school.  
I also want to personally thank our parents for being so generous during all of our charity initiatives thus far this year.  Our community has really stepped up and helped others, even though times are tough for many people.  Finally, I hope to see many families out to our second annual Family Activity Night this Friday, February 4 from 5:30-9:30 p.m.  A separate letter went home on this mentioning we will have on-going volleyball games, an artwork area, and a full feature movie and popcorn to end the evening.  Come for dinner at 5:30 p.m. as we will have pizza and drinks available for a small cost.  Please send back the tear-off form by this Wednesday, February 2, so that we may plan for the number of people accordingly.
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Welcome To Our New Area Trustee—Mr. Ed Fulford

We welcome Mr. Ed Fulford as our new school board trustee for the West Lincoln area.  Mr. Fulford has already visited Caistor several times and is very supportive of our school and school community.  He has many roots established in this area and is quite knowledgeable of this area and the strengths and needs of our schools.  Welcome Mr. Fulford!
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School Website!

Our school website is always up-to-date and ready for you to access.  We hope that you will visit the school’s website to find valuable information about our school and school activities.  The school’s website can be accessed by going to www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/caistor or by googling the school board’s website (DSBN) and click on schools and then school websites.  It’s as easy as that!  Do you know that we post our school weekly memo every Sunday for the week coming ahead?  We also have future dates about 12 weeks ahead.  Do you know you can find things posted on the website, like our Pizza/Sub order forms?  Check it out.
Character Education—The 5 C’s—Caring, Courage, Common Sense, Cooperation, and Courtesy
We are continuing to work on our formal character education program.  Our “Me To We” philosophy is the focal point.  “Me to We” is thinking of different ways to work together to achieve more for everyone!  We are up to 6 bricks towards our school building initiative in Kenya.
FundScrip Gift Card Program--February
We made just under $180 in our FundScrip Program we ran in December. Our School Council and the school would like to try the program again for the month of February.  An order form will come home again asking for families to order gift cards for their choice of amounts.  There will be gift cards available for 100’s of stores, such as Walmart, M&M, Zellers, Future Shop, gas stations, and so many more popular stores.  For example, a family may know they wish to spend $50 at Fortinos, so they send in a cheque or cash to the school for $50.  We order a $50 gift card on-line for your family, and it comes to the school and is sent home within 4 days after the due date for orders. This family now has their $50 to spend.  Even though this family has the same amount to spend, the school receives a percentage back from the sale as a fundraiser.  So, if people are buying items at these stores anyway, why not order a gift card and allow the school to benefit.  It’s that easy.  Look for the order form coming home this week.  The due date is Tuesday, February 22.
Note: The school makes a higher percentage profit, when families pay by cheque or cash to the school.  When families pay by credit card on-line, a 1.9% deduction from the commission is removed from the school’s profit.


Resource Purchases
Since our last newsletter report, we have used some of our school fundraising monies and our School Council funds to purchase the following items:

*library books, special education materials, student motivational prizes
School Council

Our School Council meets next on Tuesday, February 22.  Caistor P.S. has always had an outstanding School Council.  Consider joining our team this year.  All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. in our school library.  The meeting dates left this school year are as follows: April 5, and May 10.



MS Read-a-thon—Runs Until February 11
We wish to remind you that our MS Read-a-thon runs until February 11. The combination pledge form and reading tracking envelope went home last week.  Students may read a magazine, short story, chapter book, newspaper article, on-line reading etc.  In addition to the MS Society automatic prizes for students based on amount donated, for every $2.00 in donation, a student gets one draw ticket for our school-wide thank you prizes.
There are prizes awarded to the top pledge amount student in the school and top pledge amount student by division.  Don’t forget our grand prize----9 students will win our Limousine Lunch!
Vaccines and Elementary School Children

At this time of year, Niagara Region Public Health conducts an annual review of vaccination records for all elementary school children in the Niagara region. If the vaccination information we have on file for your child is NOT complete, you will receive a suspension letter in the mail from Public Health next month (March 2011).
Please take a moment to ensure that your child’s immunizations are up-to-date and that you have reported your child’s vaccinations to Niagara Region Public Health using ONE of the following:

· WEBSITE: www.niagararegion.ca
· TELEPHONE (Immunization Report Line): 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7459

· FAX (a copy of your child’s Immunization Record): 905-688-8225

In most cases, we are missing vaccination information about your child’s:

· booster dose of diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus and polio (DPTP/Quadracel) between the ages of 4 and 6; and,
· second dose of the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine.

If you are a parent/guardian not wishing to immunize your child, you will need to provide Niagara Region Public Health with an original legal exemption document (i.e., a statement of medical exemption, or a statement of conscience or religious belief affidavit).  

Please call the Vaccine Preventable Disease Program at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7425 if you have any questions or concerns.

THE NEW PROVINCIAL REPORT CARD – Term 1
Communication between teacher and parent/guardian, and parent/guardian and child, is an important part of student success.  Please take the time to sit with your child and review the report card.  The report card includes a tear off section for you to complete with your child.  This is a great time for students to reflect on their progress and to set goals for achievement for Term Two.  Parents/Guardians are invited to contact their child’s teacher if they would like to schedule an opportunity to discuss their child’s achievement and next steps for learning.  In turn, teachers may contact parents/guardians should they feel it important to meet to discuss how they may work with you to ensure your child’s success.  Since there is no designated Interview Day this term, interviews will need to be scheduled outside of regularly scheduled classes.
DSBN Academy
DSBN Academy will be a Grade 6–12 public school that focuses on supporting and empowering students to attend and graduate not just from high school, but also from college or university.   “The creation of the DSBN Academy represents one of the most important milestones in education in the Niagara Region”.  Application forms will be available mid-February.
For the date and time of the next DSBN Academy information session or for an application form, please contact your school principal. For any 
other information, contact DSBN Academy Project Coordinator Tom Reynolds 
at 905 641-2929 
ext. 54143.
DSBN Academy was born out of the recognition that education plays a vital role in helping children to overcome the effects of life’s challenges. The comprehensive social and academic support provided by the DSBN Academy will be key to empowering students 
to become the first in their families to graduate from a post-secondary institution.

DSBN Academy Parent Information Evening For Our Area Is Tuesday, February 15 at 6:30 p.m. at College St. P.S. in Smithville.


Report Cards—Final Print



February 7

Reports Cards Home



February 9

Hat Day (Opt in for $1.00)



February 11

Caistor P.S. Public Speaking 
Feb. 10 (Pr/Jr—a.m.; Sr.—p.m.)

Valentine’s Day Dance



February 11 (p.m.)

Binbrook Theatre Sleeping Beauty Trip

February 11 

End of MS Read-a-thon



February 11

Primary/Junior Speeches @ Royal Legion
February 15

Tech Team Challenge (Select Students)

February 17

Copps Coliseum Trip



February 17

Graduation Photos




February 18

Family Day (Heritage Day) Holiday (no school)
February 21

Make Change For Kids Spare Change

February 22

Staff Meeting





February 22

School Council




February 22

Gr. 4-8 To Gainsborough For Carousel Pres.
February 22

Intermediate Speeches @ Royal Legion

February 22

Lion’s Club Skate-a-thon



February 24

Cobbler Jay Juggler Assembly


February 25

Grade 5 and 7 Extended French Open House 

@ Lakeview P.S.




Feb. 28  (7:00 p.m.)

School Council Bake Sale



March 4

Wii Bowling Assembly (BB/Big Sister’s)

March 8

Spirit Day (To Be Announced)


March 11

March Break





March 11-21

Junior Girls/Boys Basketball Beginning

March 21

Gr. 4 Scientists In Schools Presentation

March 23

Lakeview P.S. French Open House

March 28

Staff Meeting





March 29

K-Gr. 3 Robert Munsch Trip


April 1

School Council




April 5

Wii Bowling Event




April 5 (a.m.)

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


April 7

Boys Gymnastics Event



April 8

Grade 7 Hep. B and Gr. 8 Girls Gardasil #3
April 19

Joint School Council



April 20
· I have read the newsletter.  Please include my child/children in the newsletter draw for free pizza slices on Pizza Days.

______________________  __________________________________________

Family Name

     Child(ren) in the school

________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
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Report Cards Go Home on February 9!


Interviews on Request By Teacher or Parent





Have You Heard The News?


We are going to bury a time capsule this year!  All students will be involved in the process and deciding on items.  Capsule to be opened 2039! (75th Anniversary)














Upcoming School Events


Family Activity Night		Feb. 4


Public Speaking Challenge	Feb. 10


MS Read-a-thon			To Feb. 11


Hat Day “Me To We”		Feb. 11


Binbrook Theatre Night		Feb. 11


Gr. 8 Graduation Photos		Feb. 18


School Council				Feb. 22


Gr. 4-8 To Carousel Players	Feb. 22


K-Gr. 8 Cobbler Jay Juggler	Feb. 25


School Council Bake Sale		March 4


Beach Day Spirit Day		March 11




















