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1794 Regional Rd. # 6   Caistor Centre, ON   LOR-1E0

Tel: 905-957-7473   Fax: 905-957-5550    Website: www.caistor.dsbn.org
Principal: M. Bridges     Secretary: K. Switzer     Custodian: F. Beckett

From Mr. Bridges…..Wow!

[image: image6.wmf]A special thank you to all of the parents, students, and community members, for helping with our Operation Christmas Child charity initiative.  Together we accomplish a great deal in helping others.  Our students are developing amazing character traits that will serve them well in their lives.  Thanks once again for all you do to support others.  At the present time, we are asking for families to send in their Canadian Tire money and new winter hats and mittens.  The hats/mittens will be given to children in need and the Canadian Tire money will be used to purchase Christmas toys for needy children in the area.
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School Website!

Our school website is always up-to-date and ready for action.  We hope that you will visit the school’s website to find valuable information about our school and school activities.  The school’s website can be accessed by going to www.caistor.dsbn.org  or by googling the school board’s website (DSBN) and clicking on schools and then school websites.  It’s as easy as that!  Do you know that we post our school weekly memo every Sunday for the week coming ahead?  We also have future dates about 12 weeks ahead.  Do you know you can find things posted on the website, like our Pizza/Sub order forms?  
Presenter:  Andy Thibodeau
[image: image9.wmf]We are continuing to work on our formal character education program.  In November, students were treated to a presentation by Andy Thibodeau.  His message was simple: participate, care, and listen to others!  In addition, he talked about making our school the best it can be, through everyone’s help and determination to excellence.  The students loved Andy’s humorous style and short stories.  We believe his message will continue on with our students and staff.  The Me To We Club will be bringing in another presenter in February—stay tuned!
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MS Read-a-thon/Home Reading—January 30 to February 10
We wish to remind you that our MS Read-a-thon runs from January 30 to February 10. We will be having our big kick–off assembly on January 30 at 2:20 p.m. (period 6).  Students may read a magazine, short story, chapter book, newspaper article, or on-line reading.  In addition to the MS Society automatic prizes for students based on amount donated, for every $2.00 in donation, a student will get one draw ticket for our school-wide thank you prizes.  Students will receive a special tracking “Reading Ticket” to record their minutes reading at home.  A separate letter will come home with the Reading Ticket at the end of January.
[image: image11.wmf]Volleyball Action
Congratulations to the boys’ and girls’ volleyball teams on a successful season.  The teams represented our school in the best possible manner through their sportsmanship and dedication.  A special congratulations to the boys team who won the regular season championship and the Tier 2 championship, plus made it to the semi-finals of the DSBN tournament!
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Resource Purchases
Since our last newsletter report, we have used some of our school fundraising monies and our School Council funds to purchase the following items:

*library books, a video camera, whiteboards for classrooms, Smartboards, a digital document camera, and some literacy and numeracy resources
[image: image13.wmf]Fundraising News
We thank our entire school community for their generosity in supporting our two main fundraisers this year.  Our Magazine Subscription and Christmas Cardshop fundraisers raised $1600 and $2000 respectively in school profit.  We also raised just under $200 in our latest FundScrip gift card program.  We plan to do another gift card program in February.  Our grade 7 and 8 students will be selling chocolate bars in February to raise funds for their Quebec City trip in June.  Our Me To We Club may also be doing a spring charity fundraiser.  Stay tuned for more information.
Me To We Club
Our grade 2-8 Me To We Club has been extremely busy leading activities and participating in initiatives within the school.  Some of their initiatives planned for this school year are:
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*collecting milk bags to be weaved into blankets to send to other countries

*bringing guest speakers into the school to support our character education program
*planning two special lunch days to raise money for our school project in Kenya

*building a school in Kenya (85 Bricks--$8500)

*helping with charity events in the school
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Student Council

Our school Student Council has been very active this year with trivia challenges, announcements, hosting school dances, planning and running spirit days, hosting a haunted house at Halloween, and so much more.  The students have added a great deal to our school spirit at Caistor.  We are very lucky to have a wonderful presidential team in Caleigh Corbett and Aliscia Dutton!
[image: image16.wmf]Kindergaten Registration for September 2012

We are Counting Down to Kindergarten!  Children who will be four years of age or older by December 31 are eligible to enroll in Kindergarten starting September 2012.
Going to school for the first time is a major step for children and their parents. At the DSBN, families start that journey together at the ‘Kindergarten Countdown’ open houses. Families can visit our school, meet the kindergarten teacher, and receive a gift bag filled with fun learning resources and information that will help children develop school readiness skills. 

Mark your calendar for Thursday, February 2, 2012 from 4-6 p.m. for our Kindergarten Countdown open house. Visit www.dsbn.org and click on “Kindergarten Registration” for all the details!
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Cold Weather Alerts

Winter is a time of wonder for many children; many enjoy the crisp air, the freshly fallen snow and participating in a whole host of exciting winter sports and activities.  Although we feel it is important for students to spend some time outside each day exercising and socializing with their peers, there are times when bitterly cold temperatures and other inclement weather conditions require that we keep children inside.  Because Niagara is such a large geographical area, and weather conditions may vary from one municipality to the next, the decision whether or not to hold recess outdoors is made by the individual school principal. When making this decision, principals will often consult with neighboring schools, talk with parents as they arrive in the morning, and if the decision to send children outside is made, will equip yard duty staff with walkie-talkies so that they can communicate with the office to sound the bells to bring students in earlier.  The health and well-being of our students is a top priority at the District School Board of Niagara, and if it is determined that the weather conditions pose a risk to their safety, students will be kept indoors. 

Even when temperatures are not low enough to necessitate an indoor recess, it still may be quite cold outside. Here are a few tips to help ensure that your child stays warm during the cold winter months.

• Try to send children to school with plenty of layers, such as long underwear, sweatshirts, sweaters and pullovers. Layering their clothing will allow them to add or remove items depending on the weather.

• Students should have a warm winter coat that repels the snow, sleet and rain, while blocking the wind.

• Warm socks and boots will keep their feet warm and dry in the snow and slush.

• Hats are one of the most important parts of dressing warmly in the winter. A thick winter hat will keep students from losing too much of that essential body heat.

• Put on a good pair of gloves or mittens that are water-resistant as well. Gloves will keep kids’ hands toasty warm and protect their skin from becoming damaged by the wind and chill.
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Your Future Is Here—Grade 8 to 9
Grade 8 students and their families are invited to attend High School Open Houses in January 2012. For a full list of open house dates, times and details, please go to www.dsbn.org.  Our local high school, South Lincoln Secondary, hosts their open house on January 18 at 6:30 p.m.

School Council

Our School Council meets next on Tuesday, January 24.  Caistor P.S. has always had an outstanding School Council.  Consider joining our team this year.  All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. in our school library.  The meeting dates left this school year are as follows:  2012: January 24, February 22, April 5, and May 10

Did You Know?

· We have over 200 students participate in Daily Physical Activity (DPA) every morning before formal classes start at school.
· We run a Speed Stack Club for students every week!
· Our Gymnastics Club has over 70 students participating.
· Our grade 7 and 8 boys’/girls’ basketball teams have begun practicing in anticipation of their season beginning in January 2012.
· We offer a Homework Club every first break so that students have the option of going outside or staying inside to study, complete assignments etc.
· We are installing 3 new Smartboards in our school in our grade 1, grade 6 and grade 8 classes.
· Our character education program uses the 3 R’s: Respect, Responsibility, & Relationships.




Toronto Raptor Trip

Once again, we are offering an after hours trip for families and staff to go to a Toronto Raptor game on Friday, February 3.  A letter will be coming home shortly.  It is a great experience for children who love basketball!  Tickets are first come, first served.  
Think Recycle/ECO Team Every Wednesday

We wish to remind you that we are still accepting old laptops, cellular phones, and other old technology.  As well, you can send used printer cartridges of all sizes into the school.   We gather these items in a special bin in the school foyer to send back for reprocessing and recycling.  These items do not end up in landfills.  
Just a reminder, our school’s ECO Team continues to support our recycling, composting, one-sided paper usage, and other initiatives at the school.  Through announcements to students and staff, Caistor School is increasing their environmental awareness and making a difference.
· I have read the newsletter.  Please include my child/children in the newsletter draw for free pizza slices on Pizza Days.

______________________  __________________________________________
Family Name

     Child(ren) in the school

________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!


Holiday Concert




December 20

Note: Pizza/Drinks From 5:30-6:15 p.m.; Concert at 6:30 p.m.)

Hot Chocolate Day




December 21

Grade 1-8 Dance Time



December 22

Dress Yourself Like A Christmas Tree

December 23
First Day Back in 2012



January 9

Recognition Assembly



January 17

Grade 8 to 9 Open House 



January 18

The Great Kraft Dinner Charity Challenge
January 18-26

P.A. Day (no school today)



January 20

Staff Meeting





January 24

School Council




Jan. 24 (6:30 p.m.)

Grade 7 CPR Training



January 26 (a.m.)

Black and White Day



January 27

MS Read-a-thon Assembly



January 30

Home Reading Event



Jan. 30-Feb. 10

Grade 8 and Senior Kindergarten Grad Photos
February 1

Kindergarten Open House



February 2

Grade 7/8 Trip Chocolate Bar Fundraiser
February 6-22

Term 1 Report Cards Home


February 9

Superhero Spirit Day



February 10

K-Gr. 3 Carousel Players Presentation

February 15

Early Release Session (no school in p.m.)
February 17

Family Day Holiday




February 20

Staff Meeting





February 28

School Council




February 28

Second Payment—Gr. 7/8 Quebec Trip

February 28

Salad Dressing Spirit Week


March 5 

School Dance




March 8

March Break





March 12-16

Staff Meeting





March 27

Good Friday





April 6

Easter Monday




April 9

School Council




April 10

Gr. 4-8 Carousel Players Presentation

April 17

Gr. 7 Hep B. Vaccinations



April 18

Education Week




April 23-27

Grade 7/8 Quebec Trip Final Payment ($180)
April 27

Grade 7/8 Quebec City Trip Parent Meeting
May 3

Joint School Council



May 9

Heart and Stroke Jump Rope Event

May 16

PA Day (no school for students)


May 18

Victoria Day Holiday



May 21
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Holiday Concert!


On Tuesday, December 20 at 6:30 p.m., come to Caistor P.S. and share in our holiday cheer!  We have a Christmas play, carol singing, a special video, treats and plenty of surprises! Join us between 5:30 and 6:15 p.m. for pizza and drinks!








Upcoming School Spirit Events


Hat/Mitten Tree			December 5-22


Canadian Tire Money		December 5-22


Christmas Basket Raffles		Dec. 19-23


Holiday Concert			December 20


Hot Chocolate Day			December 21


Gr. 1-8 Dances				December 22


Dress Like A Christmas Tree 	December 23


Recognition Assembly		January 17


Home Reading Kick-off   		Jan. 30-Feb. 10


MS Read-a-thon			Jan. 30-Feb. 10


Grade 8 to 9 Open House		January 18


Kindergarten Open House  	February 2


Toronto Raptor Trip		February 3











