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Do you know a child who is turning 4 or 5in 20117 Help
them get ready for their big first day of school with the
DSBN’s Kindergarten Countdown Open House!

Parents and children are invited to our KINDERGARTEN
OPEN HOUSE on Thursday, January 27,2011
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Families can tour our school, meet the kindergarten
teacher, receive a gift bag filled with fun learning resources
and information that will help children develop school
readiness skills, and register for the coming school year.

-

Go to www.dsbn.org/kindergarten for
more information.
-
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1794 Regional Rd. # 6   Caistor Centre, ON   LOR-1E0

Tel: 905-957-7473   Fax: 905-957-5550    Website: www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/caistor
Principal: M. Bridges     Secretary: K. Switzer     Custodian: F. Beckett

From Mr. Bridges…..Wow!
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A special thank you to all of the parents, students, and community members for helping with our Operation Christmas Child and UNICEF charity initiatives.  Together we accomplish a great deal in helping others.  Our students are developing amazing character traits that will serve them well in their lives.  Thanks once again for all you do to support others.  Our Food Drive continues until December 22.  If you are able to, bring a non-perishable food item to our Holiday Concert on Tuesday, December 21.
School Website!

Our school website is up-to-date and ready for action.  We hope that you will visit the school’s website to find valuable information about our school and school activities.  The school’s website can be accessed by going to www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/caistor or by googling the school board’s website (DSBN) and click on schools and then school websites.  It’s as easy as that!  Do you know that we post our school weekly memo every Sunday for the week coming ahead?  We also have future dates about 12 weeks ahead.  Do you know you can find things posted on the website, like our Pizza/Sub order forms?  Check it out.
Holiday Seasonal Events —Tuesday December 21, 2010 
Keep Tuesday, December 21, reserved for our holiday seasonal event at Caistor P.S.  We have a special play to present called, “December In Our Town”.  All students are actively preparing for this special presentation by practicing their songs during our PLC assemblies and with their teacher during Music sessions.  See our flyer in this newsletter, for more on this special evening.
Character Education—The 5 C’s—Caring, Courage, Common Sense, Cooperation, and Courtesy
We are continuing to work on our formal character education program.  On December 7, we have a special assembly on “Me To We” led by our Student Council.  “Me To We” is thinking of different ways to work together to achieve more for everyone!
Peek-a-Boo Christmas Brochure
Thank you to our whole school community for making our campaign a complete success.  We raised over $2800 in sales this year, which means about $900 in school profit to be used for school initiatives this year.
Resource Purchases
Since our last newsletter report, we have used some of our school fundraising monies and our School Council funds to purchase the following items:

*kindergarten easel and toy bins, Smartboard writing slate, DVD/VHS player, library books, and a popcorn machine for special events
School Council

Our School Council meets next on Tuesday, January 25.  Caistor P.S. has always had an outstanding School Council.  Consider joining our team this year.  All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. in our school library.  The meeting dates left this school year are as follows:

2011:  February 22, April 5, and May 10

Toronto Raptor Trip

Once again, we are offering an after hours trip for families and staff to go to a Toronto Raptor game on Friday, January 14.  There are still tickets left!  It is a great experience for children who love basketball!  Our school information letter went home a few weeks ago, but there is still time.  Tickets are first come, first served.  We have resent the information letter home with this newsletter.
FundScrip—Gift Card Program

As you know from the letter that went home last week, we are trying a new community service which began on November 29 and runs until December 10.  It is called FundScrip.  An order form came home asking for families to order gift cards for their choice of amounts.  There will be gift cards available for 100’s of stores, such as Walmart, M&M, Zellers, Future Shop, gas stations, and so many more popular stores.  For example, a family may know they wish to spend $50 at Walmart, so they send in a cheque or cash to the school for $50.  We order a $50 gift card on-line for your family, and it comes to the school and is sent home within days.  This family now has their $50 to spend.  Even though this family has the same amount to spend, the school receives a percentage back from the sale as a fundraiser.  So, if people are buying items at these stores anyway, during the Christmas season, why not order a gift card and allow the school to benefit.  It’s that easy.  We will send order forms home each month and also post the form on our school website.  There is an order form with this newsletter.  The due date is December 10.
P.A. Day Camp—Monday, January 31, 2010

The Caistor Centre Church will be offering their Day Camp on the January 31, P.A. Day.  The camp runs from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for JK to Grade 3 and Grade 4-8.  There is a limit of 30 children, so register today to secure your spot.  Register at viktrh@sympatico.ca or phone Pastor Raymond at 905-
957-3256 (w) or 905-957-9462 (h).  Children are asked to bring their own lunches, but morning and afternoon snacks and drinks will be provided along with games, stories, crafts, contests, videos and much more.  There is no charge for the camp, but donations are welcomed.  
Home Reading Program

We wish to remind you of our first Home Reading Program Blitz of the school year!  The program will runs from November 30-December 15.  Students received a special tracking “Reading Ticket” to record their minutes reading at home.  We are asking them to complete 10 different reading sessions at home over the next 15 days.  Each reading session should last a minimum of 15 minutes and must be approved and observed by a parent.  Students must also record a summary of what they have read in each of their 15 minute reading times.  Students may read a magazine, short story, chapter book, newspaper article, on-line reading etc.  We ask parents to sign in the appropriate section on the Reading Ticket to verify that their child did indeed read at home.
Students are asked to bring back their Reading Tickets to their homeroom teacher on Wednesday, December 15.  All students who have successfully read for 10 sessions (with the completed summary sections) and have had one of their parents sign their ticket, will be involved in special activities on Wednesday, December 22.  In addition, each student will have his/her ticket placed into a draw bin for their chance to win one of many small and large prizes. These draws will also happen on December 22.

· I have read the newsletter.  Please include my child/children in the newsletter draw for free pizza slices on Pizza Days.

______________________  __________________________________________
Family Name

     Child(ren) in the school

________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!

Popcorn Tuesday--$1.00



December 7

Character Assembly By Student Council

December 7

Fundscrip—Gift Card Orders Due


December 10
Poinsettia Pick Up 


   Dec. 10 (p.m.)/Dec. 13 (all day)
Basket Raffle Items Sent In—Thanks!

December 13-17

Home Reading Ends



December 15

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


December 20

Christmas Basket Raffles



December 20-23

Christmas Play and Community Evening

December 21

Home Reading Celebration


December 22 (p.m.)

K-Gr. 8 School Dance—Various Times

December 23

Dress Yourself In The Holiday or Green/Red
December 23

Last Day of School Before Holidays

December 23

First Day in 2011




January 10

Headlice Headcheck



January 12 (a.m.)

Leukemia--Spare Change Drive


January 11-14

Recognition Assembly/Award of Excellence
January 14

South Lincoln Grade 8 to 9 Open House

January 18

Anti Bullying Events
 (Purple Day)


January 20

Silence Day (raise awareness of Bullying)
January 21

Winter Newsletter #3



January 21

Staff Meeting





January 25

MS Read-a-thon




January 25-Feb. 11

Kindergarten Open House



January 27

P.D. Day (no school today)



January 31

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


February 2

Family Activity Night



Feb. 4 (5:30 p.m.)

Reports Cards Home



February 9

Graduation Photos




February 18

Make Change For Kids Spare Change

February 22

Staff Meeting





February 22

School Council




February 22

Lion’s Club Skate-a-thon



February 24

Cobbler Jay Juggler Assembly


February 25

School Council Bake Sale



March 3

March Break





March 11-21

School Council




April 5

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


April 7

Grade 7 Hep. B and Gr. 8 Girls Gardasil #3
April 19

Joint School Council



April 20
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Have You Heard The News?


We are going to bury a time capsule this year!  All students will be involved in the process and deciding on items.  Capsule to be opened 2039! (75th Anniversary)





Holiday Concert!


On Tuesday, December 21 at 5:15 p.m., come to Caistor P.S. and share in our holiday cheer!  We have a Christmas play, a special video, and plenty of surprises!  Bring a non-perishable food item.








Upcoming School Events


Home Reading Kick-off   Nov. 30-Dec. 15


Food Drive			December 6-22


Seasonal Concert		December 21


JK-Grade 8 Dances		December 23


Dress Like A Xmas Tree 	December 23


Recognition Assembly	January 14


MS Read-a-thon		Jan. 25-Feb. 11


Grade 8 to 9 Open House	January 18


Kindergarten Open House  January 27











