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1794 Regional Rd. # 6   Caistor Centre, ON   LOR-1E0

Tel: 905-957-7473   Fax: 905-957-5550    Website: www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/caistor
Principal: M. Bridges     Secretary: K. Switzer     Custodian: F. Beckett

School Website!

[image: image9.wmf]Our school website is up-to-date and ready for action.  We hope that you will visit the school’s website to find valuable information about our school and school activities.  The school’s website can be accessed by going to www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/caistor or by googling the school board’s website (DSBN) and click on schools and then school websites.  It’s as easy as that!  Do you know that we post our school weekly memo every Sunday for the week coming ahead?  We also have future dates about 10 weeks ahead.  Do you know you can find things posted on the website, like our Pizza/Sub order forms?  Check it out.  We hope you will find it very useful!

From Mr. Bridges…..Big Thanks!
A special thank you to all of the parents, students and wonderful staff of Caistor for making this a great school.  Just wanted to express my appreciation for all the support of our Book Fair, Terry Fox charity event and Magazine Fundraiser!  We raised $500 for cancer research and $2200 in our magazine campaign.  We will use some of these funds to purchase books and student magazines for our library, among other things.
Holiday Seasonal Events —Tuesday December 21, 2010 
Keep Tuesday, December 21, reserved for our holiday seasonal event at Caistor P.S.  We have a special play to present called, “December In Our Town”.  All students are actively preparing for this special presentation by practicing their songs during our PLC assemblies and with their teacher during Music sessions.  In addition to the play, we will also have the following activities this same evening:
· School-wide seasonal video starring our students; hot chocolate & candy canes; door prizes
Character Education—The 5 C’s—Caring, Courage, Common Sense, Cooperation, and Courtesy
We are continuing to work on our formal character education program.  We are currently speaking with students about “caring”.   Look for our Student Council to help with our Remembrance Day ceremonies this year on November 11, as part of our work on “caring” and “courage”.  We are also continuing with our GOTCHA program, which is another way we “catch” students doing great things and reward them for showing good character.  We are so proud of our students!  Character counts high in our books! 
Peek-a-Boo Christmas Brochure
Our Peek-a-Boo Christmas brochure (formerly Cardshop), will operate once again this year for our community.  Things you may already be buying anyway, will also benefit our school, should you purchase them through our catalogue.  Look for the catalogue coming home on Monday, November 1.  As always, thanks for your support of this service.  The Peek-a-Boo program will run until November 12.

Smithville Santa Claus Parade—November 27, 2010

The Smithville Parade is November 27, 2010.  The theme this year is, "The Twelve Days of Christmas". The Christmas in the Village Parade Committee is looking for entries for the parade and volunteers to help us out the day of the parade.  The parade starts at 2 p.m.  They are also looking for any crafters interested in selling their wares at the craft sale.  For any further information please contact Dave Willis @ 905-957-7577.  The West Lincoln Firefighters and Foodland will be holding a barbecue at Foodland this Saturday, October 30, with proceeds also going to the Smithville Parade.
Student Council

Our 2010-11 Student Council has been chosen.  Congratulations to all students!  Our President and Vice-President are Liam McCrory and Ricky Waite.  We look forward to the leadership this group will take at our school.  As well, we thank Mrs. Minor for supporting this group as our staff representative.
Resource Purchases
Since our last newsletter report, we have used some of our school fundraising monies and our School Council funds to purchase the following items:

*a portable stereo, whiteboards, two memory cards, a DVD/VHS recorder, a wireless microphone, a storage shed, gym equipment, trip funds per class, money for each division, two toy cupboards and an easel*
We thank our School Council for their generous donation of $6000 towards these purchases.

School Council

Our School Council meets next on Tuesday, November 23.  Caistor P.S. has always had an outstanding School Council.  Consider joining our team this year.  All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. in our school library.  The meeting dates left this school year are as follows:

2010-11: November 23, January 25, February 22, April 5, and May 10

Toronto Raptor Trip

Once again, we are offering an after hours trip for families and staff to go to a Toronto Raptor game on Friday, January 14.  It is a great experience for children who love basketball!  Our school information letter went home last week.  Tickets are first come, first served.  Extra order forms are in our school foyer.
Picture Retake Day—November 9
Don’t like your child’s pose?  Was your child away on picture day in September?  Our photographers return for retakes on November 9! 
Halloween Activities

On October 29, students are invited to wear Halloween costumes at school should they wish to.  We do have some school rules for costumes:


· No face masks or other items that cover the face

· No violent or gory costumes

· No costume should prohibit the student from participating fully in their learning program on this day

· No toy weapons (these can still be “accidentally” dangerous in a school of 240 people)
We plan on hosting a costume parade, pumpkin challenge, and school Halloween Dance on this day.  Check out the Halloween flyer that went home Tuesday of this week.

New Report Process

You may have heard that there are some provincial changes with respect to report cards this year.  Instead of three report cards in the school year, there will now be one Progress Report (November 15), and two formal Report Cards (February 9 and June 27).  Check out more information on this new process, in our newsletter insert.
Fundscript Gift Card Program—Begins November 16, 2010
We are trying a new community service beginning on November 16 and running until December 16.  It is called FunScript.  An order form will come home asking for families to order gift cards for their choice of amounts.  There will be gift cards available for 100’s of stores, such as Walmart, M&M, Zellers, Future Shop, gas stations, and so many more popular stores.  For example, a family may know they wish to spend $50 at Walmart, so they send in a cheque or cash to the school for $50.  We order a $50 gift card on-line for your family, and it comes to the school and is sent home within days.  This family now has their $50 to spend.  Even though this family has the same amount to spend, the school receives 3% of the sale as a fundraiser.  So, if people are buying items at these stores anyway, during the Christmas season, why not order a gift card and allow the school to benefit.  It’s that easy.  We will send order forms home each week and also post the form on our school website.  Thanks for your help on this!
· I have read the newsletter.  Please include my child/children in the newsletter draw for free pizza slices on Pizza Days.

______________________  __________________________________________
Family Name

     Child(ren) in the school

________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!


Christmas Peak-a-Boo Program Begins

Nov. 1-12
Parent Conference




November 3

SK, Gr. 2, 4, 6, and 8 Dental Screening

November 3

Gr. 8 Students To South Lincoln Today

November 5

Picture Retake Day




November 9

Pajama/Reading Spirit Day


November 10

JK Dental Screening



November 8
Remembrance Day Ceremonies


November 11
New Progress Reports Go Home


November 15

Bullying Prevention Week



November 15-19

Gift Card—FundScript Program Begins

November 16

Rainbow Spirit Day




November 18

Early Release Day (p.m.—interviews)

November 19

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


November 22

Staff Meeting





November 23

School Council




November 23

Grade 8 HPV Immunizations


November 24

School-wide Reading Day



November 30

Character Education Assembly


December 6

Christmas Food Drive and Canadian Tire $’s
December 6-22

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


December 20

Seasonal Event and Community Evening
December 21

Dress Yourself Like A Christmas Tree

December 23

Spirit Day

Last Day of School Before Holidays

December 23

First Day in 2011




January 10

Leukemia--Spare Change Drive


January 11-14

Recognition Assembly/Award of Excellence
January 14

Winter Newsletter #2



January 14

Staff Meeting





January 25

Kindergarten Open House



January 27

P.D. Day (no school today)



January 31

Grade 5 and 7 To Art Gallery


February 2

Reports Cards Home



February 9

Graduation Photos




February 18

Cobbler Jay Juggler Assembly


February 25
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Have You Heard The News?


We are going to bury a time capsule this year!  All students will be involved in the process and deciding on items.  Capsule to be opened 2039! (75th Anniversary)





Early Release Day


November 19


Parent Interviews--No School For Students In The Afternoon—Buses Depart School At 12:10 p.m.


 p.m.








Upcoming School Events


Costumes/Parade		October 29


Pajama/Reading Day	November 10


Bullying Prevention Day	November 15


Rainbow Day			November 18


Reading Day #2		November 30


Food Drive/CDN Tire $’s	December 6-22


Seasonal Concert		December 21


JK-Grade 8 Dances		December 22


Dress Like A Xmas Tree 	December 23

















