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1794 Regional Rd. # 6   Caistor Centre, ON   LOR-1E0

Tel: 905-957-7473   Fax: 905-957-5550    Website: www.caistor.dsbn.org
Principal: M. Bridges     Secretary: K. Switzer     Custodian: F. Beckett

[image: image9.wmf]School Website!

Our school website is up-to-date and ready for action.  We hope that you will visit the school’s website to find valuable information about our school and school activities.  The school’s website can be accessed by going to www.caistor.dsbn.org  or by googling the school board’s website (DSBN) and clicking on schools and then school websites.  It’s as easy as that!  Do you know that we post our school weekly memo every Sunday for the week coming ahead?  We also have future dates about 12 weeks ahead.  Do you know you can find things posted on the website, like our Pizza/Sub order forms?  Check it out.  We hope you will find it very useful!
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From Mr. Bridges…..
Big Thanks!
A special thank you to all of the parents, students and wonderful staff of Caistor for making this a great school.  Just wanted to express my appreciation for all the support of our Terry Fox charity event and Magazine Fundraiser!  We raised $1000 for cancer research and $1500 in our magazine campaign.  We will use some of these funds to purchase books and student magazines for our library, among other things.
Holiday Seasonal Events —Tuesday December 20, 2011 
Keep Tuesday, December 20, reserved for our holiday seasonal event at Caistor P.S.  All students are actively preparing for special presentations by practicing songs and other skits.  In addition, we will also have the following activities this same evening:
· School-wide seasonal video starring our students; hot chocolate & candy canes; door prizes
[image: image12.wmf]Andy Thibodeau
We have Andy Thibodeau, an inspiration speaker, coming to the school on November 22, to do two sessions with our students.  One for K-Gr. 3 students and the other for  Gr. 4-8 students.  Andy’s presentation will focus on “Sharing Your Caring” and how to stand up for yourself and others in a positive manner.  He is very engaging for young people and his presentation is high intensity and very motivating.
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Christmas Cardshop Fundraiser
Our Cardshop Christmas brochure and order form went home on Thursday, October 27 and will operate once again this year for our community.  Things you may already be buying anyway, will also benefit our school, should you purchase them through our catalogue.  As always, thanks for your support of this service.  The program will run until November 8.
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Smithville Santa Claus Parade—November 26, 2011
The Smithville Parade is November 26, 2011.  The theme this year is, "Christmas Characters”.  Caistor P.S., through our amazing School Parent Council, plans to have a float in the parade!
Student Council 2011-12
Our 2011-12 Student Council has been chosen.  Congratulations to all students!  Our Presidential Team leaders are Caleigh Curic and Aliscia Dutton.  We look forward to the leadership this group will take at our school.  As well, we thank Mrs. Minor for supporting this group as our staff representative.
[image: image15.wmf]“Mom’s Who Care”/“Parents Who Care” Parent Group
We have a group of wonderful and dedicated parents who have created a group called, “Mom’s Who Care” or “Parents Who Care”.  This group has done so many wonderful things for our staff over the years.  Should you wish to be part of this group, please call Mrs. Griffin at 905-957-5473.  The group is open to both male and female parents in our community.

Resource Purchases
Since our last newsletter report, we have used some of our school fundraising monies and our School Council funds to purchase the following items:

*whiteboards, gym equipment, Smartboards, library books and magazines, refrigerator, sports uniforms, lego robotic kits, textbooks, video camera, pedometers, novel sets, science materials, book room items and student emergency lunch items
We thank our School Council for their generous donation of $2075 towards these purchases.


School Council

Our school Parent Council is a very dedicated group.  We thank them for their efforts in many areas of our school life.  We welcome all parents out to any of our School Council meetings.  The meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.  Our next sessions are on:

November 22, January 24, February 28, April 10, and May 22


Picture Retake Day—November 14
Don’t like your child’s pose?  Was your child away on picture day in September?  Our photographers return for retakes on November 14!
Halloween Activities

On October 31, students are invited to wear Halloween costumes at school should they wish to.  We do have some school rules for costumes:

· No face masks or other items that cover the face

· No overly violent or gory costumes

· No costume should prohibit the student from participating fully in their learning program on this day

· No toy weapons (these can still be “accidentally” dangerous in a school of 230 people)
We plan on hosting a costume parade (11:20 a.m.), pumpkin challenge, and school Halloween Dance on this day.  Check out the Halloween flyer that went home last week.
Progress Reports Go Home November 15
Progress report cards go home on November 15, and two formal report cards, February 9 and June 25.

Fundscript Gift Card Program—Begins November 22, 2011
An order form will come home asking for families to order gift cards for their choice of amounts.  There will be gift cards available for 100’s of stores, such as Walmart, M&M, Zellers, Future Shop, gas stations, and so many more popular stores.  For example, a family may know they wish to spend $50 at Walmart, so they send in a cheque or cash to the school for $50.  We order a $50 gift card on-line for your family, and it comes to the school and is sent home within days.  This family now has their $50 to spend.  Even though this family has the same amount to spend, the school receives 3% of the sale as a fundraiser.  So, if people are buying items at these stores anyway, during the Christmas season, why not order a gift card and allow the school to benefit.  
Operation Christmas Child (November 10-22)
As a school, we will participate once again in Operation Christmas Child.  From November 10-22, please send in small items that can fit in a shoebox.  Small games, toothbrushes, small balls, stuffed animals, school supplies, and other useful items.  These boxes will be shipped to countries all over the world to get to children in need.  Also, if you can, we accept small monetary donations to help with shipping costs.  Please make cheques payable to the school.
· I have read the newsletter.  Please include my child/children in the newsletter draw for free pizza slices on Pizza Days.

______________________  __________________________________________

Family Name

     Child(ren) in the school

________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!  NEWSLETTER DRAW!

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES

There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transportation cancellations or school closures.
At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the decision of whether or not to have children in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian.

Should you decide not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools remain open, or if your child is ill or late, please ensure that you call your child’s school to inform them of your child’s absence.

A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning of the school year.  Please let the school know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be followed throughout the school year.

For secondary schools it may become necessary to cancel late buses.  Notice will be provided via school announcements and on the websites.
Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is available through the following channels:

Websites:

www.dsbn.org     www.nsts.ca
Subscription Features:

DSBN Facebook or Twitter

NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts 
Phone:

Niagara Student Transportation Services 905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant

Radio Stations:

	CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines
	CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Catharines

	WAVE (94.7 FM) Hamilton
	CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines

	CKOC (1150 AM) Hamilton
	CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie

	CHML (900 AM) Hamilton
	K-LITE-FM (102.9 FM) Hamilton

	CHAM (820 AM) Hamilton
	GIANT FM (91.7 FM) Welland

	Y-108(107.9) Hamilton
	


Television Stations:

	CH – Hamilton 
	

	CityTV Breakfast Television
	


CTV Toronto 

Cogeco Channel 10

Halloween Activities




October 31

Dance (All Grades)




October 31

DSBN Parent Conference



November 2

Grade 8 Students @ South Lincoln

November 2

Grade 7 and 8 End of Year Trip Meeting

Nov. 3 (6:30 p.m.)

Operation Christmas Child



November 10-22

Remembrance Day Ceremonies


November 11

Picture Retake Day




November 14

Progress Report Cards Go Home


November 15

Parent Interview Night



November 17

Grade 7/8 Quebec City Trip—First Payment
November 18

Staff Meeting





November 22

Andy Thibodeau Motivational Presentation
November 22

School Council




Nov. 22 (6:30 p.m.)

Fundscrip Gift Card Program Orders Home
November 22

K-Gr. 3 Handwashing Presentation

November 30

Teacher Switch Day




November 30

SK, Gr. 2, 4, 6, and 8 Dental Screening

December 2

Grade 8 HPV Immunization


December 6

Christmas Concert




December 20

Last Day of School Before Holidays

December 23

Holidays





Dec. 24-January 8

First Day Back in 2012



January 9

Recognition Assembly



January 17

Grade 8 to 9 Open House 



January 18

P.A. Day (no school today)



January 20

Staff Meeting





January 24

School Council




Jan.  24 (6:30 p.m.)

Grade 7 CPR Training



January 26 (a.m.)

MS Read-a-thon Assembly



January 30

Kindergarten Open House



February 2

Grade 7/8 Trip Chocolate Bar Fundraiser
February 6-22

Term 1 Report Cards Home


February 9

K-Gr. 3 Carousel Players Presentation

February 15

Early Release Session (no school in p.m.)
February 17

Family Day Holiday




February 20

Staff Meeting





February 28

School Council




February 28
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Holiday Concert


Tuesday, Dec. 20 6:30 p.m.





Upcoming “Big” School Events


Costumes/Parade/Pumpkin Challenge/Dance	Oct. 31


Grade 7 and 8 Quebec City Info. Session		Nov. 3 (6:30 p.m.)


Remembrance Day						November 11


Progress Reports Home					November 15


Parent Interview Evening					November 17


School Council							November 22


Seasonal Concert						December 20


Dress Like A Christmas Tree Spirit Day 		December 23

















