
6 parents 
Mr. Howell 
 
Introductions 
 
Principal Note 
 
Mrs. VanDriel is expecting, due April, her last date is this Friday 
Medical approval was just met this week for early leave 
Mrs. Bishop is starting and then the posting will close next week  
1-2 weeks for Mrs. Bishop and then the hired person will take over 
A note will be going out to her class 
 
Mrs. Benzik will be here til the year end, she will also be on maternity leave 
 
Ottawa trip, parent night on Monday the 28th for students grade 6-8 for the trip to June 
Note was also sent home 
WIll look into initiatives to help offset the cost 
We will do a bake sale that will go towards the trip 
Also the veseys fundraiser, students can use the money they raise towards the trip 
 
Intermediate Basketball season started, first game was cancelled 
Grandparent has volunteered to coach, Donna York is helping out 
There is opportunity, when the paperwork is filled out, that that can happen 
Tournament, Fec 21 is boys, 22nd is the girls 
GSS tournament, schools are invited, we accepted and are attending 
Get some extra play as it is after the DSBN tournament 
 
Weather, who makes decisions on when the kids stay inside 
It is principals discretion, so I make the decision 
Playground is closed for the winter 
 
HIgh jump equipment, happy to come out and meet about the standards 
Training for Mr. Wellman, for safety  
So we are good to purchase the poles and the bar 
 
Math focus, done some reading on growth mindset 
Praising efforts more than results 
You still have to build it up in kids, that reinforcement 
Challenged the teachers from putting a grade on some things, and while it's great to celebrate a 
grade but sometimes if they busted their best and got a low grade they are deflated and 
defeated and i have asked them to balance it out 
It doesn't mean you dont keep records or assess tasks, it is in the feedback 



Take a look at target students and just give them feedback dont give them marks 
Just something I have tried to initiate, we are continuing to hone in on the kids that are above 
and below the standard and get everyone to the standard 
 
ONEList, will go home to all parents tomorrow 
The due date is March 8th 
They look at sustainability, they want to know that it can last and that it is financially viable 
Kindergarten registration package 
 
Kindergarten open house is next Thursday, can come to the school 
Kids born 2015 can come and register 10am-6pm, visit the school 
We want kids to come, but to take our catchment and from the separate system 
 
Kindergartens won pizza party, so we froze a lot of it and we will have it tomorrow 
 
School climate survey, grades 4-8, safe school inclusion survey 
Takes about 20-25 mins to complete, online survey by google generated by the board 
Presented slide show to all the classes except 6.7 
Safety, bullying and inclusion in your school is the thrust of it all and it is anonymous 
Does give good information and I will go in the classes and do that in February  
There will be a link for parents as of February 1st, so all parents and staff can also participate 
 
February PD is an all day math learning day 
 
Financial request from staff, we don’t get this a lot, Mrs. Bleich mentioned it and wondered if we 
can fund a bin with snacks, apple sauces/granola bars, snacks so if someone is short we can 
top it up 
 
Budget, we have a healthy budget 
More money could be spent on the library, gym rats items (various items from Mr. Nawrocki), 
coding items to be discussed with Miss Bergsma 
 
Memorial for Mrs. Zila 
We have talked about doing something previously, June of last year the staff thought it was too 
fresh still and a difficult reminder to do anything 
Did a lot of follow up on this to make sure we got it right as I did not know her but wanted 
perspective 
Talked to Mr. Nawrocky and Miss Jackson and other folks here as well as administrator of 
health and well being for the board, she deals with grief and discussed the ideas, the tree of life, 
book donations and the award in her name 
She gave me the pros and cons of them all and they were all valid points, and talked to staff and 
students, I did not ask the kids for this but did ask the teachers about their kids 



They really wanted everyone, that something should be done, so the other part and for us to 
know the expectation on the part of the family is none that anything be done 
The staff was apprehensive of a visual, the constant reminder, and going in there and seeing it, 
as well as students not knowing what it’s for after a while 
Rededicate an award to her, also the donation of the book, sportsmanship and contribution to 
school is what we should recognize her for  
So the staff was do the award and a one time book donation, doing it annually brings up wounds 
again, so it is quite fair 
 
Grants 
No word on the musicounts grant as of yet 
Best buy has two grants coming up, Geek squad and a tech grant 
PROGrant has been approved with some rule changes, so we will see if we can scramble and 
get that done 
 
Subscriptions and cookie dough sales are approaching, it will roll out in February before 
 
Veseys will be Aprilish 
 
Bake sale is March 29th, the proceeds will go towards the senior class trip 
 
Funfair will be Friday June 14th 
We will book inflatables, the super slide and the obstacle course and the bouncy castle 
We went with niagara inflatables last year, will check them out this year 
 
Lunch Days - we are good to go, Feb. 8 will be the first one 
 
Remaining PIC Money - will see what is left and make sure it gets spent 
 
Next Meeting: March 6th at 630 
 
  


